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Salisbury feared that he could not get Parliamentary ap-
proval for such a policy.38 England would depart no fur-
ther from her no-alliance policy than merely to make an
entente with Italy and Austria in 1887, in which the three
countries expressed their common desire to maintain the
peace and status quo in the Eastern Mediterranean and
Turkeya39 This agreement did not bind England to any
military obligations, but it did confirm her friendly rela-
tions with the Triple Alliance. After Bismarck's fall this
friendship continued and seemed at first to be strengthened
by the Heligoland-Zanzibar Treaty and by the young
Kaiser's personal ties and visits to England.
But at about the time of the formation of the Franco-
Russian Alliance England appeared to have come to the
parting of the ways. Isolation, though splendid, was not
always safe or comfortable. Though a match upon the seas
for either of the allied groups on the Continent, England
was in danger of meeting unpleasant diplomatic defeats, if
Germany and France, or Germany and Russia, coalesced
against her. Lord Rosebery, in his careless energetic
policy, had already had several disagreeable experiences
which left a bad taste in the mouth. Without consulting
the signatories of the Treaty of 1884, fixing the boundaries
of the Congo State, he had signed a treaty giving up to the
Congo State territory in the Upper Nile basin in exchange
for a strip of Congo territory in the Tanganyika region,
across which it was planned to run the British Cape-to-Cairo
Railway. France and Germany protested, the latter on
the ground that it tended to encircle German East Africa
and was contrary to a previous treaty. Rosebery had to
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